
The Final Hours: John 13:1-14:14                                               March 12th, 2023 
 
 
Scriptures: As a group, read John 13:1-14:14 (either all at once or broken up to match the sections below). Reflect 
together on the discussion questions below or anything else relevant that comes out of the text. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
John 13:1-17: Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 

• John takes specific care to point out the timing of this event was during the Passover meal. What relevance, if 
any, does the timing of the meal have to do with Jesus washing the feet of His disciples? 

• John 13:3 says, “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power….” What is significant about that 
revelation? 

• In John 13:5 we see Jesus begin to wash the feet of His disciples. What relevant details can we discern from the 
fact that was even necessary for Jesus to do in the first place?  

• What could Peter’s unwillingness to let Jesus wash his feet reveal about the character of this disciple? 
• What did Jesus mean when He said “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet?” 

 
John 13:18-30: Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

• Put yourself in the shoes of Judas. When do you think he first became aware Jesus knew what he was going to 
do? How must it have felt to know Jesus saw right through him? 

• Compare John 13:2 and John 13:27: What do you see as the difference between these 2 verses about Judas and 
satan? 

• What significance, if any, is there to the fact Jesus invited Judas to share in the “new covenant” Passover with 
the other disciples and Him, even to the point of sharing the bread and cup that symbolized His body and blood? 

 
John 13:31-38: Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

• Jesus differentiated between the disciples (who were all Jewish) and the “Jews” in John 13:33. Why do you think 
John recorded that distinction? 

• Do you think the disciples grasped the magnitude of Jesus’s command in John 13:34: Why or why not? 
• What did it mean that Peter completely ignored Jesus’s command to love others and focused only on Jesus 

saying He was going away? 
• In John 13:37, Peter makes a bold claim of being willing to lay down his life for Jesus. A few hours later he fails at 

that claim. Have you ever made a commitment to Jesus you’ve failed to fulfill? Would you share with the group? 
 
John 14:1-4: Jesus Comforts His Disciples 

• Use your imagination…What do you think it means when Jesus tells His disciples He is going to His Father’s 
house to prepare rooms for them? Will each room be different? Based upon our earthly likes and dislikes? Based 
upon what He knows about each of His kids?  

 
John 14:5-14: Jesus the Way to the Father 

• Just to clarify with the group…Is there ANY OTHER WAY to the Father but through Jesus?  
• What are some other ways people attempt to gain access to the Father besides through Jesus? 
• In John 14:12, Jesus says that those who believe in Him will do even greater things that He has done. What do 

you think He means with these words? Do these words challenge you to live your life differently in any way? 
How so? 

 
 
 
 
 



The Final Hours: John 14:15-16:33                                               March 19th, 2023 
 
 
Scriptures: As a group, read John 14:15-16:33 (either all at once or broken up to match the sections below). Reflect 
together on the discussion questions below or anything else relevant that comes out of the text. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
John 14:15-31: Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

• John 14:15 is simple and to the point…loving Jesus means keeping His commands. What are some of those 
specific commands that spring to mind when you read this verse? What are some you struggle to keep that will 
show your love for Him? 

• In John 14:23-24, Jesus says our obedience to His commands will determine whether or not Jesus and the Father 
come and make their home with us. Have you ever experienced the sense of Jesus dwelling alongside you 
through your obedience? Of Him NOT dwelling alongside you in your disobedience? 

• How would you describe in your own words what it means for Jesus to call the Holy Spirit our ADVOCATE? 
• What does John 14:29-31 tell us about the upcoming arrest and crucifixion of Jesus? How can this be a comfort 

to us? 
 
John 15:1-17: The Vine and the Branches 

• Jesus talks here of the Father being a gardener who prunes branches (us) to help us bear more fruit. What do 
you think that pruning looks like? Is it painful? Exciting? Exhausting?  

• Have you ever thought about the fact, from John 15:8, that God is glorified by the fruit we bear? How could that 
change the heart behind our efforts to bear fruit? 

• Jesus speaks a lot in this section about REMAINING. What does His command for us to remain in Him say to you? 
• What is our method for remaining in His love (Hint…John 15:10)? 
• What does Jesus mean in John 15:15 when He says WE can know the Master’s business? 

 
John 15:18: The World Hates the Disciples 

• How does Jesus say we can know whether we belong to the world? What does it mean if the world embraces 
and loves us? 

• John 15:20 has a promise we’ll be persecuted. Have you ever endured persecution for your walk with Jesus? In 
what ways? 

 
John 15:26-16:15: The Work of the Holy Spirit 

• What does it mean in John 15:26 that the Holy Spirit will testify about Jesus? Testify to whom? 
• In John 15:27 Jesus tells the disciples they will testify also, because they were with Him from the beginning. Does 

that set them apart from other believers? If so, in what way? 
• In John 16:1-11, Jesus gives the reason for the Holy Spirit coming on them. What was the reason the Spirit 

hadn’t come up to that point? 
• Have you ever reckoned with the notion the Holy Spirit living inside you is even MORE effective than Jesus 

walking beside you? Do you really believe this and, if so, how does it change your walk? 
 
John 16:16-33: The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy 

• In John 16:22 Jesus seems to indicate that when the Holy Spirit comes NO ONE will take away the disciples’ joy. 
What about you? Is the presence of the Holy Spirit in YOUR life reason enough to have joy in all circumstances? 
If not, ask yourself what might need to change. 

• In John 16:23 Jesus tells us when the Spirit comes we will no longer ask HIM (Jesus) anything but will ask the 
Father “in His name,” and we’ll receive anything we ask. What does that promise mean to you? To the church? 

• Jesus said in John 16:32 that He’s never alone, even when He is deserted, because the Father is with Him. Is that 
same truth for us as well? How does that impact your willingness to embrace hard times (John 16:33)? 

 



The Final Hours: John 17:1-26                                               March 26th, 2023 
 
 
Scriptures: As a group, read John 17:1-26 (either all at once or broken up to match the sections below). Reflect together 
on the discussion questions below or anything else relevant that comes out of the text. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
John 17:1-5: Jesus Prays to be Glorified 

• What do you think Jesus must have been feeling when He finally said, “Father, the house has come?” 
• We may never know until Heaven but what do you think Jesus meant when He asked God to glorify Him with the 

“…glory I had with you before the world began?” 
 
John 17:6-19: Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

• What did Jesus mean when He said, in John 17:10, about His disciples that “glory has come to me through 
them?” 

• What must have been going through the minds of the disciples when they heard Jesus pray these prayers on 
their behalf? 

• Put yourself in the sandals of one of the 11 disciples. What reaction would you have had when Jesus didn’t ask 
for you to be taken out of the world but to be protected from the evil one? Fear? Excitement? Sadness? Why? 

• What courage could the disciples have drawn from Jesus’s words that they were being sent into the world just 
as He had been sent into the world? 

 
John 17:20-26: Jesus Prays for All Believers 

• Why did Jesus pray a different prayer for the 11 who were with Him than He did for the rest of us? What were 
some of the differences in the two prayers? 

• Were the 11 set apart in some way we haven’t been? Depending on your answer, what are the implications? 
• In John 17:21-23, Jesus makes a case for the ONE thing that could most powerfully show the world the truth of 

His message. What was it? 
• How do you feel the Church as a whole is doing at living out an answer to that prayer of Jesus? Are we living as 

one? Are we perfectly united? If not, what would need to change in order for that to happen? 
• As Jesus closes out this prayer for all believers, what does He say is His reasoning for continuing to make the 

Father known to us? (In case this is a confusing question, reread John 17:26 – Jesus makes the Father known to 
us for the sake of LOVE – refer back to John 15:9-17) 

 
 
 



The Final Hours: John 18:1-19:42                                                               April 2nd, 2023 
    
 
Scriptures: As a group, read John 18:1-19:42 (either all at once or broken up to match the sections below). Reflect 
together on the discussion questions below or anything else relevant that comes out of the text. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
John 18:1-14: Jesus Arrested 

• Do you think it’s significant the soldiers all “drew back and fell to the ground” when Jesus made Himself known? 
• At that point, Judas Iscariot had already played his part. What do you think he was thinking in that moment? 
• Why do you think Jesus asked them a second time who they were looking for, after they had fallen to the 

ground? 
 
John 18:15-18, 25-27: Peter’s First Denial 

• The other disciple mentioned here is clearly John, the author. What do you imagine were the circumstances of 
him knowing the high priest?  

• When the servant girl says to Peter, in John 18:17, “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples, TOO, are you,” what 
does it imply she knew about John? Had John been bold enough at that point to confess to being a disciple of 
Jesus? 

 
John 18:19-23: The High Priest Questions Jesus 

• Why do you think the high priest, in John 18:19, was concerned about both the teachings of Jesus AND His 
disciples? 

 
John 18:25-27: Peter’s Second and Third Denials 

• What do you think were the main emotions behind Peter’s repeated denial of Jesus? What could make someone 
SO FIRM in his convictions only hours before completely change course? 

 
John 18:28-40: Jesus Before Pilate 

• What does the unwillingness of the Jewish leaders to enter the palace of the governor in John 18:28 but their 
willingness to lie in order to crucify Jesus tell you about their hearts and minds? 

 
John 19:1-16: Jesus Sentenced to be Crucified 

• Given the role Pilate played in the crucifixion of Jesus, his insistence on Jesus’s innocence and his efforts to set 
Him free, should we regard Pilate as a villain in the story, a would-be hero, or simply a place-holder in the drama 
that had to unfold?  

• What were the deeper implications of the chief priests insisting, “We have no king but Caesar?” 
 
John 19:17-27: The Crucifixion of Jesus 

• What do you think we learn, if anything, about Pilate’s conclusions of Jesus by the words he had written and 
fastened to the cross? 

• Put yourself in Mary’s sandals, knowing all she knew from the beginning of Jesus’s life. How would you describe 
the scene unfolding from her perspective? 

 
John 19:28-37: The Death of Jesus 

• What does John 19:28 tell you about Jesus in His final hours? 
• In John 19:30, what was “finished” just before Jesus took His last breath? Why did He choose those words? 

 
John 19:38-42: The Burial of Jesus 

• John 19:38 tells us Joseph of Arimathea was a disciple, but secretly. What are your thoughts on “secret” 
discipleship? Is Joseph here a role model or someone we should be reluctant to emulate? Why or why not? 
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